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Part XVII. 
DETENTION OF THE AMERICAN SHIP WICO. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador W. H. Page. 

(Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 20, 1915. 
Department of State is in receipt of a telegram from the American 
Minister at Stockholm, as follows: 

His Britannic Majesty's Legation has the honor to inform the Royal Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that the American Steamship Wico has arrived in the 
United Kingdom with a full cargo of oil for Krooks Petroleum and Oil Company, 
Stockholm. In view of the recent seizure by German men of war off Falsterbo of 
the Steamship Bryssel and her cargo of oil His Majesty's Government require to 
have complete assurances that this vessel will not share the same fate before they 
can allow her to proceed to destination. His Britannic Majesty's Legation would 
therefore be much obliged to be furnished with such assurances for immediate com- 
munication to the Foreign Office. 

Ambassador Page is instructed to inquire of the British Government 
as to whether the vessel is held for reasons stated in the above telegram, 
and to state that, in that case, the Government of the United States 
considers that the vessel should be released at once, in view of the evi- 
dent fact that the United States Government can not admit the right of 
the British Government to detain the vessel without any evidence show- 
ing that her cargo has an illegal destination, and before a reply has been 
received to demand made on a nonbelligerent country, which such coun- 
try is evidently unable to comply with, viz., that it give assurances 
that the ship while on her way will not be held up by the forces of an- 
other belligerent Government. 
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The Secretary of State to Minister Morris. 

[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

Department op State, 
Washington, March 20, 1915. 
Mr. Bryan informs Mr. Morris that his telegram under date of March 
18, 4 p. m., to the Department, has been communicated to Ambassador 
Page. Minister Morris is also advised that Ambassador Page has been 
instructed to make representations to the British Government for the 
release of the steamer Wico. 



Ambassador W. H. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
London, April 8, 1916. 
Your 1296, March 20, regarding Wico. 

Foreign Office replies to my representations in the premises stating that 
it has been decided in this case to permit this vessel to proceed to her 
destination, and instructions in that sense have already been issued. It 
is further stated that it is desired to point out that British Government 
feels that in event of further cargoes going to Stockholm being seized 
by German ships, the whole question of permitting oil cargoes to pro- 
ceed to that destination will have to be seriously reconsidered. 

Page. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador W. H. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department op State, 
Washington, April 12, 1915. 
You will say to British Government, in replying to its statement re- 
garding release steamer Wico, that this Government considers that any 
seizure of American cargoes which might be made by the German au- 
thorities would be a matter which should be adjusted between the 
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Government of the United States and the German Government, and 
further say that the Government of the United States does not perceive 
that any such action on the part of the German authorities could afford 
justification for seizures of American cargoes by the British authorities. 

Bryan. 



Ambassador W. H. Page to the Secretary of State. 

No. 1412.] American Embassy, 

London, May 18, 1915. 
Sir: Adverting to the Department's cablegram No. 1408 of April 12, 
in regard to the detention of the S. S. Wico by the British authorities, 
and instructing me to acquaint the British Government that the Govern- 
ment of the United States considered that any question arising out of 
the seizure of American cargoes by the German authorities would be a 
matter for adjustment between the two Governments, and could not 
afford justification for the seizure of American cargoes by the British 
authorities, I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information 
of the Department, a copy of a note, under date of May 16, which I 
have received from the Foreign Office in reply to my representations in 
the premises. 

I have, etc., Walter Hines Page. 



The British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Ambassador W. H. Page. 

[Inclosure.] 

Foreign Office, 
May, 16, 1915. 
Sib: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the 16th ultimo, 
in which Your Excellency stated, in connection with the detention of the American 
ship Wico, that the Government of the United States considered that any question 
arising out of the seizure of American cargoes by the German authorities would be a 
matter for adjustment between the two Governments, and could not afford justifica- 
tion for the seizure of American cargoes by British authorities. 

I regret that my note of the 7th instant did not explain with sufficient clearness the 
attitude which His Majesty's Government feel constrained to adopt in the matter. 
They had no intention of claiming the right to interfere with neutral vessels on their 
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way to neutral ports, on the ground that such vessels were liable to be captured 
by enemy cruisers. I should have stated that the recent seizures of a number of such 
vessels and their diversion to German ports were affected in circumstances which 
left no doubt that there was collusion between the parties interested in the cargoes 
and the German authorities. 

The right which His Majesty's Government claim, and which they feel confident 
will not be questioned by the United States Government, is that neutral ships may 
be held up in cases where there are good grounds to suspect that their ostensible 
destination is not the genuine destination, and that fraudulent arrangements have 
been concerted with the enemy cruisers for delivering ship and cargo into their 
hands. 

I have, etc., For the Secretary of State: 

W. Langlet. 



